CROYDON CELEBRATES BLACK HISTORY 2010 

www.Croydon-BlackHistory.co.uk 

WELCOME to the 2010 Croydon Celebrates Black History listings. Croydon celebrates black history all year by highlighting events and activities for all the community to enjoy. Widely accepted as Black History Month – we list October events presented by Croydon Council and a host of community or arts organisations. If you have queries about an event, contact the event organiser listed here or on the Croydon Celebrates Black History website. 

You can discover historical events through performance, music, storytelling and songs; learn more about cultural traditions by taking part in workshops or reflect on the contribution people of African descent have made locally and world wide. Many events are free and all take place in Croydon; we do hope there is something to interest you. 
For more detailed event information and to keep in touch all year, visit the website www.croydon-blackhistory.co.uk where you can also submit your black history event. The site is regularly updated; you can also email info@croydon-blackhistory.co.uk to be added to the mailing list.

CROYDON CELEBRATES BLACK HISTORY BY
· remembering people, places and events from the African Diaspora that have made an historical impact;
· profiling the traditions of African and Caribbean communities through stories, festivals, crafts, dance and costumes to enhance cultural understanding and appreciation;
· documenting or preserving the heritage of people of African or Caribbean descent to pass on to future generations, with a particular reference to local history.
Events Calendar
	Date
	Activity title
	Activity type
	Venue
	Time

	14 Sept
	Drumming workshops*
	Music workshop
	Violet Moon Spiritual Centre
	19.30-21.30

	2 Oct
	Community Showcase
	Performance
	New Addington Library
	14.00-16.00

	
	Araba’s Song*
	Theatre
	Fairfield Halls
	19.45

	2–5 Oct
	Ethnic Minorities Coming Out*
	Photographic exhibition 
	Space C, Clocktower
	10.30-17.00

	4 Oct
	Ethnic Minorities Coming Out*
	Discussion
	Space C & Café,Clocktower
	10.00-12.00

	4 Oct
	Ethnic Minorities Coming Out*
	Reception


	Space C, Clocktower
	19.00-21.00

	4-24 Oct
	Anansi Colouring
	Art Competition
	South Norwood Library
	

	
	My African Caribbean Dream
	Art Competition
	South Norwood Library
	

	5 Oct
	Brief Encounter with Linda Bellos*
	Discussion
	The Brief Public House
	20.00-22.00

	8 Oct
	Ariko – Come and Sing
	Singing workshop
	The Court, Clocktower
	17.30-18.30

	9 Oct
	Caribbean Twist
	Storytelling
	Norbury Library
	11.00-11.30

	
	Playground Games*
	Singing workshop
	The Court, Clocktower
	12.15-13.15

	
	Caribbean Tales
	Story-sharing
	South Norwood Library
	16.00-17.00

	12 Oct
	Faces of Africa
	Stories & mask-making
	Coulsdon Library
	16.00-17.00

	
	Beyond Labels*
	Film
	Bird in Hand Public House
	20.00–22.00

	14 Oct
	Caribbean Twist
	Storytelling for toddlers
	Norbury Library
	10.30-11.00

	
	Rastamouse Fun
	Storytelling
	Shirley Library
	16.00-17.00

	15 Oct
	Caribbean Baby Time
	Singing for babies
	Norbury Library


	11.00-11.30

	
	Faces of Africa
	Stories & mask-making
	Bradmore Green Library
	16.00-17.00

	16 Oct
	Tales from Black History
	Storytelling
	Purley Library
	14.00-15.00

	18 Oct
	Songs from South Africa*
	Singing workshop
	Green Dragon Public House
	18.30-20.00

	20 Oct
	Ariko – come and sing!*
	Singing workshop
	Holy Innocents Church Hall
	18.30-19.40

	21 Oct
	Carnival Capers
	Stories and singing
	Ashburton Library
	16.00-16.30

	22 Oct
	J. A. Story*
	Musical theatre
	Fairfield Halls
	15.00 & 19.45

	23 Oct
	Anansi Storytime with Aunti Anika
	Storytelling
	Broad Green 

	11.00-12.00

	
	Anansi Storytime with Aunti Anika
	Storytelling
	Thornton Heath Library
	14.00-15.00

	25 Oct
	Caribbean music and song
	Stories and music
	Norbury Library

	11.00-12.00

	
	Caribbean music and song
	Stories and music
	Central Library
	14.30-15.30

	27 Oct
	In Conversation with Daughters of Africa
	Authors discussion
	Thornton Heath Library
	19.00-21.00

	29 Oct
	Intergenerational Dominoes
	Competition
	South Norwood Library
	17.00-18.00

	30 Oct
	Something from Nothing
	Music performance
	Thornton Heath Leisure Centre
	13.00-16.00

	
	Community Showcase
	Performances
	Central Library
	13.00-16.00

	
	TV’s Black Pioneers
	Film and tribute
	David Lean Cinema
	14.00-15.30


* Please note that these events are not being run by Croydon Council, therefore the council cannot accept any responsibility for the content or organisation.
LIVE AND DIRECT

Presenting a series of special performances across music, drama, literature and film

COMMUNITY SHOWCASES

Saturday 2 October, 14:00–16:00; free, no ticket required New Addington Library

Saturday 30 October, 13:00–16:00; free but ticket required Clocktower Activities Room

Book tickets from Central Library Level 1 or call 020 8726 6000 ext 61052
Croydon Libraries present two exciting cultural showcases of singing, dancing and speeches by local performers including Jay Hendricks, Marcia Mayers, Pauline Sealy and Shik Shak.

ARABA’S SONG: A SLAVE’S STORY

Saturday 2 October, 19:45; £15.50

Fairfield Halls

Book tickets online: www.fairfield.co.uk or call 020 8688 9291
A young woman left her village and headed for a farm in West Africa.  She never came back home. Over 300 years later, her legacy lives on.  This moving play is a story of survival, told through the universal voices of motherhood.

Written, directed and produced by Yaw Asiyama, Araba’s Song chronicles a tale of spiritual, physical and emotional love through six generations.

Croydon Area Gay Society presents a screening of

BEYOND LABELS

Tuesday 12 October, 20:00–22:00; free, no ticket required. 18+ 

Bird in Hand Public House

Call CAGS on 07827 397 817 for more details

Beyond Labels is directed by Jaime Sylla, project manager for GMFA’s Big Up project and produced by GMFA (the UK’s leading gay men’s health charity) with the support of the Big Lottery Fund.
The film explores black gay male experience in London, from Gay Lib pioneer Ted Walker Brown to more recent arrivals on the scene. Tales of friendship and support underlie an investigation into the creation of a sense of community.

Robeson Productions and C.J.C Presents

J.A. STORY

THE STORY OF JAMAICA, IN A MUSICAL

Friday 22 October, 15:00 and 19:45; £10–£20 Fairfield Halls

Book tickets online: www.fairfield.co.uk or call 020 8688 9291

J.A. Story tells the wonderful story of the many people from Spain, Africa, England, India, China and the Middle East who have migrated to Jamaica. The story is lovingly told with original songs and traditional and modern dances.  

A compelling musical with a spell binding cast headed by Count Prince Miller C.D, known the world over as Bob Marley’s MC. This is a show for all the family, a show that will excite and entertain any theatre goer who loves to see theatre at its best.

IN CONVERSATION WITH

DAUGHTERS OF AFRICA Dr. Margaret Busby OBE

Wednesday 27 October, 19:00–21:00; free but advance booking required. Thornton Heath Library

To reserve your place email: info@croydon-blackhistory.co.uk or call 020 8726 6000 ext 61164

Join us for a fascinating evening exploring black women’s writing across the globe and across the decades. 

Taking place at the newly-refurbished Thornton Heath Library, Dr. Margaret Busby OBE will introduce her pioneering anthology Daughters of Africa, which charts women’s writing from Ancient Egypt to modern London. The UK’s first black female publisher, Margaret will offer her unique insights into the writing of women of the African Diaspora.
Margaret will be joined by three contemporary authors who have published since her anthology of 1992:
Multi award winning author, Bernardine Evaristo MBE was born in London to an English mother and Nigerian father. Bernardine will read from her new novella Hello Mum.

Yaba Badoe will be reading from her debut novel True Murder, a sensitive and intense story inspired by Yaba’s Ghanaian birth and Devonshire schooling.

Bermuda based Angela Barry joins us to share an excerpt of Gorée: Point of Departure, a powerful novel about a St Lucian dealing with cultural incomprehension as she travels the world.

Event includes book signings.

TV’s Black Pioneers

Saturday 30 October, 14:00–15:30; free but tickets required
David Lean Cinema, Croydon Clocktower

To book tickets email: ticketoffice@croydon.gov.uk or call 020 8253 1030

This event honours the black actors that made a significant impact on the history of British television and pays tribute to the late Cy Grant.
TV’s Black Pioneers (Cinnamon Films, 2007) highlights the experiences, trials and tribulations of a generation of African-Caribbean actors working during the 1950s, 60s and 70s. Cy Grant, Mona Hammond, George Harris, Joan Hooley and Rudolph Walker recount their experiences through personal testimony and rare archive footage.

Equalities and education activist Professor Gus John will pay tribute to the late Cy Grant (1919–2010). Cy was one of the first black servicemen to join the RAF and then the first black person to appear regularly on British television, with appearances spanning from Trouble in the Sun (1953) to Metal Mickey (1982). Cy also greatly influenced British theatre forming Drum Arts Centre in 1973 and in later life became a great and prolific writer. Cy Grant was truly a black pioneer whose varied life and work influences us still. 

We are also honoured to be joined by special guest Joan Hooley, who shot to fame in Emergency Ward 10 during the 1960s with the first inter-racial kiss ever broadcast on British television, and acclaimed actress Dona Croll, who will pay tribute to the great men and women who paved the way for black actors. 

This event introduces the David Lean Cinema’s new film strand Black Pioneers in Film. Celebrating the contribution of black talent in front of and behind the camera, we will be screening tributes to icons such as Marianne Jean-Baptiste (the first black British person to be nominated for an Oscar) and Remi Adefarasin (the BAFTA winning cinematographer) 
– email info@croydon-blackhistory.co.uk to be kept informed.

J.A Incorporated presents

SOMETHING FROM NOTHING

Saturday 30 October, 13:00–16:00; free, no ticket required

Thornton Heath Leisure Centre

Call 07981 917 977 for details
Something From Nothing uses Acoustic Dub to convey a powerful message of the triumph of the human spirit over adversity. This multimedia musical performance highlights the historical and cultural significance of important figures within the African Caribbean community. 

The performance journeys from the arrival of the Windrush generation and the subsequent struggles and triumphs that they experienced in their new environment leading up to the findings of The Scarman Report and how it has helped shape a new identity for a post-Race Relations Act UK.

GET INVOLVED

Learn new skills, meet new people and explore traditional stories, music and art

Rhythmical Empowerment Group, in association with Violet Moon, present

RHYTHMICAL EMPOWERMENT DRUMMING WORKSHOPS

Tuesdays from 14 September to 2 November, 19:30–21:30; £10 per session

Violet Moon Spiritual Centre 

To book tickets email: admin@violetmoonltd.com or call 020 8667 1019

Using Djembe hand drums, participants will learn a range of heart beat rhythms, explore listening techniques and exercises for cognitive skills such as attention, perception, and memory, self reflection and overstanding.

These sessions are for all ages. They are aimed at beginners, but experienced drummers are welcome.

RAPPING AND MCING WORKSHOPS

If you’re aged 11–16, join us in Thornton Heath Library this winter and learn to make your own tracks, write lyrics and rap in flowing rhythm in these free workshops.

Complete beginners and experienced musicians welcome.

Interested? Email info@croydon-blackhistory.co.uk to find out more.

INTERGENERATIONAL

DOMINOES COMPETITION

Friday 29 October, 17:00–18:00; free, no ticket required South Norwood Library

Come and join in this fun game that’s suitable for all ages.

Refreshment provided, but no prizes.

Croydon Community Choir present

COMMUNITY SINGING WORKSHOPS

Ariko — come and sing!

Friday 8 October, 17:30–18:30*; The Court, Croydon Clocktower

Wednesday 20 October, 18:30–19:40; Holy Innocents Church Hall

Both workshops are free, no ticket required
Uplifting melodies, toe-tapping rhythms and harmonies to make your soul smile!

Join us for an open introductory singing workshop to celebrate a few of the songs

of Africa. All ages and abilities welcome — this will be a friendly singing workshop where everyone feels safe to free their voices.

*Stay on for a drink and a chat upstairs in the Arts Cafe Bar — discounts available for all singers!

Playground Games
Saturday 9 October, 12:15–13:15; free, no ticket required The Court, Croydon Clocktower

Join the national campaign of 123 Sing! – with African, Caribbean and world folk playground songs for young children aged.  4+ and their families.

Songs from South Africa

Monday 18 October, 18:30–20:00; Upstairs at the Green Dragon Public House
£8 (£4 concessions); just turn up

Singing workshop for 16+

FREE FAMILY FUN AT CROYDON LIBRARIES
· Anansi Colouring - art competition for children aged 3–7
· My African Caribbean Dream - art competition for children aged 6–12

4–24 October, South Norwood Library
· Caribbean Twist - come and listen to stories from the Caribbean

Saturday 9 October, 11:00–11:30; Norbury Library
· Caribbean Tales - intergenerational story sharing

Saturday 9 October, 16:00–17:00; South Norwood Library
· Faces of Africa - listen to stories and join in with mask making

Tuesday 12 October, 16:00–17:00; Coulsdon Library

Friday 15 October, 16:00–17:00; Bradmore Green Library
· Caribbean Twist - Wiggle and Jiggle session for active toddlers and their families

Thursday 14 October, 10:30–11:00; Norbury Library
· Rastamouse Fun - family workshop with the author of Rastamouse books

Thursday 14 October, 16:00–17:00; Shirley Library
· Caribbean Baby Time - rhyme-time for babies and their grown ups

Friday 15 October, 11:00–11:30; Norbury Library
· Tales from Black History - join Sandra Agard for an afternoon of stories

Saturday 16 October, 14:00–15:00; Purley Library
· Carnival Capers - listen to stories and songs as well as sample the delights

of exotic fruits

Thursday 21 October, 16:00–16:30; Ashburton Library
· Anansi Storytime with Auntie Anika

Saturday 23 October

11:00–12:00; Broad Green Library

14:00–15:00; Thornton Heath Library
· Caribbean stories, songs and music: come and join in!

Monday 25 October

11:00–12:00; Norbury Library

14:30–15:30; Croydon Central Library
Visit any Croydon library, call 0208 020 8726 6900 or visit www.croydon-blackhistory.co.uk for maps and more information including how to reserve places.

MAKING HISTORY

Capturing the Croydon of today for the history books of tomorrow

Croydon celebrates black history by remembering the past and also by documenting today’s experiences to inform future generations. Croydon’s history is created by people from culturally diverse backgrounds; join us to record this local and recent heritage by sharing your stories in writing or in person, telling us about your local heroes and by helping to preserve records of local interest.

What is it like to be black and living in Croydon?

Share your poems and stories with Croydon Celebrates Black History.  How do you see yourself — black British, African, Caribbean, Croydonian? Is the past important or is now all that matters? What are your hopes and fears for the future?

Email your creative writing to: info@croydon-blackhistory.co.uk
Preserving Croydon’s past and present, for the future

Croydon Local Studies Library and Archives Service at the Clocktower is always looking for records, publications or photographs relating to people, places, organisations or companies. If you have material which you think they might be interested in call 020 8726 6900.

Open Monday (except Bank Holidays) 09:00–19:00; Wednesday & Friday 09:00–18:00; 

1st and 3rd Saturdays of the month 09:00–17:00
Pride of Croydon

Are you inspired by a family member, an entrepreneur, an artist? Or perhaps a community leader, a teacher, a nurse or a sports coach has changed your life? Who ever it may be, if they are from Croydon, black and have made a difference to your life, tell us who they are by visiting

www.croydon-blackhistory.co.uk

Over the next year the Museum of Croydon at the Clocktower will record stories of people that you have told us you are proud of. These stories, telling of major events or personal experiences, will complement an oral history collection of interviews about living and working in Croydon. Find out about these new stories on the Croydon Celebrates Black History website or join the mailing list for updates. We’ll also let you know when you can hear these stories at the Museum.

Visit the Museum of Croydon Monday (except Bank Holidays) to Saturday, 10:30–17:00 or call 020 8253 1022.

Share your stories in pictures

Children are invited to create artwork relating to black history through two competitions, running from 4–24 October at South Norwood Library.

Anansi Colouring Competition, for children aged 3–7
My African Caribbean Dream, for children aged 6–12
For information on how to enter, visit www.croydon-blackhistory.co.uk or South Norwood Library.

Share your stories in person

Croydon Area Gay Society present BRIEF ENCOUNTER WITH LINDA BELLOS

Tuesday 5 October, 20:00–22:00; free, no ticket required. 16+

The Brief Public House
Join black, Jewish, lesbian activist Linda Bellos and share your equalities experiences. A former Leader of Lambeth Council, Linda started Black History Month UK when Chair of the London Strategic Policy Unit.
CARIBBEAN TALES

Saturday 9 October, 16:00–17:00;

free, no ticket required

South Norwood Library
A family activity for all generations, just pop in and share your stories.

ETHNIC MINORITIES COMING OUT

A TOURING PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION BY SONALLE
Saturday 2, Monday 4 and Tuesday 5 October, 10:30–17:00; free, no ticket required

Space C, Croydon Clocktower
Since the civil rights movements in the 1960s and the recent legalisation of same sex marriages — the challenges faced by lesbian and gay ethnic minorities are still acute.

Presented by Croydon Area Gay Society, this powerful exhibition of imagery and personal testimony delves into the experiences of individuals who acknowledge their sexual orientation to themselves and those around them.

Visit the exhibition and leave us your thoughts and stories in the Comments Box or email info@croydon-blackhistory.co.uk
Contributions will be added to the Making History section of www.croydon-blackhistory.co.uk – you can give your name or remain anonymous.

Discussion

Monday 4 October, 10:00–12:00; free, no ticket required Space C and Clocktower Café

Call 07594 572 623 for info.

Silver Rainbow, Croydon’s social group for older gay and lesbian people, will visit Ethnic Minorities Coming Out and then meet over coffee in the Clocktower Café to discuss the exhibition and the issues arising from it.
Reception

Monday 4 October, 19:00–21:00; free, no ticket required

Space C, Croydon Clocktower

Call CAGS on 07827 397 817 for info.
If you are interested in minority ethnic and/ or lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender issues in the Croydon area, this is an opportunity to meet others with similar concerns. Sonalle will speak about her work and how it reflects the difficulties BME people can often face when coming out. The Reverend Jide McAulay will speak from the perspective of a black, gay, Christian minister.

Venues
Ashburton Library

Ashburton Learning Village

Shirley Road, CR9 7AL
The Bird in Hand Public House

291 Sydenham Road, CR0 2EL
The Brief Public House

48 George Street, CR0 1PD
Bradmore Green Library

Bradmore Way

Coulsdon, CR5 1PE
Central Library

Croydon Clocktower

Katharine Street, CR9 1ET
Clocktower Activities Room

Croydon Clocktower

Katharine Street, CR9 1ET
The Court

Croydon Clocktower

Katharine Street, CR9 1ET
Coulsdon Library

Brighton Road

Coulsdon CR5 2NH
Croydon Local Studies Library and Archives

Croydon Clocktower

Katharine Street, CR9 1ET
David Lean Cinema

Croydon Clocktower

Katharine Street, CR9 1ET
Fairfield Halls

Park Lane, Central Croydon
Green Dragon Public House

58–60 High Street, Central Croydon, CR0 1NA
Holy Innocents Church Hall
Selhurst Road, South Norwood SE25
The Museum of Croydon

Croydon Clocktower

Katharine Street, CR9 1ET
New Addington Library

Central Parade, CR0 0JB
Norbury Library

Beatrice Avenue, SW16 4UW
Purley Library

Banstead Road, CR8 3YH
Shirley Library

Wickham Road / Hartland Way, CR0 8BH
Space C

Croydon Clocktower

Katharine Street, CR9 1ET
South Norwood Library

Lawrence Road, SE25 5AA
Thornton Heath Leisure Centre

100 High Street, CR7 8LF
Thornton Heath Library

190 Brigstock Road, CR7 7JB
Violet Moon Spiritual Centre

15 St George’s Walk, Central Croydon, CR0 1YH
Visit www.croydon-blackhistory.co.uk for street maps

